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From the foreword by Senator Tom Harkin:


These photographs are both eloquent and captivating. One haunting and engrossing series of images captures children working in garbage dumps. These are places where children scavenge alone or with their parents for anything they might sell or eat. The photographs confront us with the intolerable reality that in many parts of the world, large numbers of children live on top of rotting garbage, eat contaminated food, and do not have potable water to drink. 
From the introduction by David Parker:

The photographs in this book portray the range of work and working conditions of children around the world. In a larger sense, this book documents an ongoing failure to meet children’s basic needs—a goal that is clearly out of reach of their families. I have no doubt that poverty forces most working children and their families to become victims of economic exploitation. Some of these situations, such as sex trafficking, make regular news headlines. But problems such as lack of schools and lack of jobs from which parents can earn enough money to feed a small family go largely unnoticed. 
About the book:

1. Before Their Time contains 134 photographic images. Photographs were taken between 1992 and 2004. 
2. This is the only comprehensive volume of photographic work that has been published apart from the work of Lewis Hine. Thus, it is the only volume that provides a visual overview of child labor for almost 100 years. 
3. The images come from most parts of the developing world and comprise a wide variety of trades, jobs, and industries. These range from street vending to underground mining. 
4. The book is organized by major sectors in which children are engaged. Each sector (e.g., street workers) is accompanied by text explaining what children do and some of the reasons specific types of work are harmful.

5. Foreword by Senator Tom Harkin.
6. Endorsement from Mary Robinson, Past-president of Ireland and former U.N. High Commissioner on Human Rights.
About the photographer/author:
1. Dr. Parker received his MD in 1978 from the University of New Mexico School of Medicine.
2. He received his MPH in occupational epidemiology from the University of Michigan in 1981.
3. He completed two years of advanced training in the Epidemic Intelligence Service (1984-1986), a program run the United States Centers for Disease Control.
4. Dr. Parker has published numerous scientific manuscripts on child labor and its impact on health. 
5. Dr. Parker has published over 75 medical papers on various issues related to worker health and safety. 
6. His photographs have been exhibited widely in museums and universities across the United States, Canada, and Latin America.
7. Dr. Parker’s work was the feature of a major exhibition at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts. It has also been exhibited at the Canadian Museum of Civilization. 
8. His work is collected by the Minneapolis Institute of Arts as well as the United States Library of Congress.
9. Dr. Parker’s prior book, Stolen Dreams, received the Minnesota Book Award as well as a Christopher Award. 
10. At this time, Dr. Parker is a researcher and clinician at the Park Nicollet Clinic in Minneapolis, MN. His research is supported by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health. 

11. More information about Dr. Parker may be found on his website: childlaborphotographs.com.  

Commentary:

Mary Robinson, Former president of Ireland and U.N. Commissioner for Human Rights  (1997-2003):

Dr. Parker’s work is compassionate, direct, and intimate.  He has provided important historical documentation of an ongoing human rights problem.  This may be the most comprehensive examination of child labor since Lewis Hine photographed child labor over 100 years ago. 
Kailash Satyarthi, Global March Against Child Labor: 


If children are being exploited today the world can never live in peace tomorrow. The efforts being made to restore their childhood by spirited individuals, motivated institutions and genuine governments during the last couple of decades confirms that there is already a light seen at the end of the dark tunnel of child labour exploitation. 
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